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David and Carol Sidman

We praise their commitment and passion to help
others and to instill the gift of giving not only

monetarily, but of time and effort!

The Taylor "Family" are indeed a special family
full of spirit, love, and dedication to support
worthy causes like the Boys & Girls Club of

Paterson and Passaic.

We are proud of our close friendship, over the
many years, with the Taylor Family!

Our best wishes,

We congratulate the Taylor Family 
as the 2024 honoree!



Welcome
GREAT

FUTURESGala
Realizing the Infinite Possibilities

Honoring the Taylor Family

of our Youth

and M&T Bank/Wilmington Trust

Special Recognition of Outgoing CEO, Wendy McGuire

Cocktails and Silent Auction

Dinner and Awards Ceremony

Silent Auction Closes

Dessert and Dancing

6:00 PM

7:30 PM

        9 :15 PM

9:30 PM

Dancing continues until the end of the evening.



The Taylor Family's commitment to community service spans three generations and is
connected to their local roots. Dr. Howard Taylor, a Passaic native, and Laurie, originally
from Paterson, have instilled a deep sense of philanthropy in their children and
grandchildren. Howard's tenure as a BGCPP board member and Laurie’s vital support have
greatly advanced our mission and grown our network of volunteers and benefactors. 

Through their efforts, and those of their three daughters, three sons-in-law and seven
grandchildren, the Taylors have made a collective impact. For example, Jamie Chudnoff,
Howard and Laurie’s daughter, is a longtime volunteer while third-generation teens Jackson
and Harly have supported Club Kids through volunteerism and meaningful Mitzvah
projects. 

The Taylors have also shared their love of sports with Club Kids. Howard's service on our
Fall Golf Classic Committee and the family’s collaborations with the Victor Cruz Foundation
and the New York Giants are part of their efforts to use sports as a tool for youth
development and community engagement. The Taylor Family exemplify compassion,
generosity, and unity and they continue to leave an indelible mark on Paterson and Passaic.

Meet Our Honorees
LAURIE AND HOWARD TAYLOR

AND FAMILY



Meet Our Honorees
M&T BANK/

WILMINGTON TRUST
Since their founding in 1856, M&T Bank’s enduring purpose has been to make a
difference in people’s lives. The Boys & Girls Club of Paterson and Passaic is proud to
honor M&T Bank for their 15-year commitment to our Club and meaningful impact
realized through volunteer engagement and more than $100,000 invested in our
mission. 

Debbie Brim, dedicated member of the BGCPP Board of Directors since 2010 and
President from 2020 to 2022, embodies this commitment through her continual
advocacy for the Club and youth it serves. As president, her strategic vision, guidance
and support were instrumental in navigating the challenges of the pandemic, helping to
ensure that the Club continued to serve its mission. 

Throughout the pandemic, M&T Bank stood shoulder to shoulder with the Club, and
their partnership enabled BGCPP to adapt operations swiftly, ensuring that vital
services continued to reach Paterson and Passaic youth, families and the entire
community. M&T Bank continues to be a valued friend and partner in realizing the
infinite possibilities of Club youth.  



Special Recognition
WENDY MCGUIRE

Wendy McGuire has served at BGCPP since 2014, first as Chief Development Officer,
then as Deputy Executive Director and, since November 2018, as Chief Executive Officer.
During that time, the Club has doubled in revenue and increased the number of youth
served to 1,700 daily, ensuring the highest level of service to Paterson and Passaic. Under
Wendy’s leadership, the Club’s Strategic Plan is focused on Deepening Impact,
Diversifying Funding and Investing in People through an Equity Based Lens. 

As a community leader, Wendy has served as the Executive Secretary of the Boys & Girls
Club of New Jersey’s Area Council, is a founding member of the Social Justice League of
Passaic County and a current member of Boys & Girls Clubs of America’s President's
Advisory Council. Wendy led the BGCPP’s Campaign for Kids, a capital campaign that
raised $4 million to completely renovate both clubhouses, and consistently grew
fundraising efforts both in community partnerships and individual donors.  

Wendy is a proud graduate of Boston University, with a BA in Business Administration, and
of Bergen LEADS, Class of 2010. She and her husband, Leo, have five children, three
grandchildren and live in northern NJ, which serves as the starting point for an annual
motorcycle ride to some of the nation’s most inspiring places.



Master of Ceremonies
DARLA MILES 

WABC-TV NEW YORK

Darla Miles joined the Eyewitness News Team as a general assignment reporter in 2009,
covering the attempted terror bombing in Times Square and the Dominique Strauss-Kahn
arrest. She has also interviewed Senator John McCain, Jesse Jackson and Oprah Winfrey.

Before coming to WABC-TV, Darla was a reporter/anchor for WFAA-TV in Dallas, where
she was nominated for a Lone Star Emmy Award. Previously, she was a reporter for
WTVD-TV in Raleigh, where her work on the Duke University lacrosse rape investigation
was featured as an ABC World News exclusive on Good Morning America. 

Darla began her career at WCLK Radio in Atlanta, which led to a position at ONDA Madrid
Radio in Madrid, Spain. She later worked at CNN Radio Notícias and CNN en Español and
was a weekend anchor for CNN Headline News.

The Ft. Worth, Texas native earned a BA in English with a minor in Spanish from Spelman
College. She also studied abroad at the Instituto Internacional in Madrid, Spain.

A member of the National Association of Black Journalists and Investigative Reporters
and Editors, Darla dedicates much of her free time to mentoring young African-American
girls. She also enjoys traveling, entertaining and spending time with her family,
godchildren, and close friends.



CREDITS
Audio Visual

Magic Moments

Entertainment
The Party Force Band

Flowers & Centerpieces
Colony Florist & Gifts

Graphic Design
Pfeifer Design

Photography
Chris Marksbury/CM Photos

Printer
GMPC Printing & Marketing

Venue
Edgewood Country Club

Video
Tardigrade Productions

The Boys & Girls Club Dancers for tonight's powerful performance! Elana Banks and Zonaly
Sandoval for investing their time and creativity into making our members' performance a triumph. 

All of the Club Kids, Staff, and Volunteers highlighted in tonight's videos and in attendance tonight.
Your success is our purpose then, now, and always.

Hertz Passaic Clifton for generously donating a cargo van rental in support of tonight’s event. Thank
you for your steadfast support of our Club Kids!

Our Gala Committee for volunteering your time, resources, and skills to this event. You are our
partners and the reasons behind this evening’s success.

Most importantly, our honorees, Laurie and Howard Taylor and Family and M&T Bank, as well as
departing CEO Wendy McGuire for being remarkable advocates and supporters of thousands of
children on their paths to Great Futures. Your impact on their lives in incalculable. We hope you enjoy
this evening held deservedly in your honor.

SPECIAL THANKS



GREAT FUTURES GALA

Emily Adler
Nancy Anthony

Jessica Bell
Suzanne Bloom

Debbie Brim
Donalyn Brooks
Jamie Chudnoff

Alan Concha
Jodi Fader

Erica Fishman

Sandra Govic
Jane He

Lynn Holuba
Jared Kanter

Claudia Molloy
Eleanor Nardozzi

Stanley Plewa
Maggie Pogorelec

Carol Rush
Noel Vega

Host Committee

This evening would not have been possible without your tireless efforts
and dedication to the Boys & Girls Club of Paterson and Passaic.

Thank you!



Dear Friends and Supporters,

Welcome to the Great Futures Gala, where we gather to celebrate the infinite possibilities of
our youth and the dedication of those who champion their Great Futures. 

This year, we proudly recognize two extraordinary honorees whose commitment to our Club
and its children embody the essence of our mission: Howard Taylor, MD and Family and M&T
Bank. Their commitment to providing opportunity and empowering youth to reach their full
potential is an inspiration to us all, and we are grateful for the incredible impact they have
made in the lives of thousands of young people.

As we celebrate our honorees’ remarkable dedication and impact, we also take a moment to
bid farewell to CEO Wendy McGuire. During her five years of exemplary service, her strategic
and visionary leadership was steadfast through the uncertainties of the pandemic, guided us
toward financial and operational stability and growth, and has shaped the course of our
Club’s future - and the Great Futures of thousands of Club Kids. While we will miss Wendy’s
presence, we are forever grateful for the legacy she has left behind, and the impact she has
had, on the youth of Paterson and Passaic and the entire community. 

Let us not forget the reason we are here – to ensure that every child has the chance to
thrive, achieve their full potential and build a boundless future filled with promise and
opportunity. Through our collective efforts, we are transforming lives and shaping a brighter
tomorrow for generations to come.

Thank you for your support and belief in the infinite possibilities of our youth. Together, we
are shaping a future for the children of Paterson and Passaic that is filled with promise,
possibilities, and hope.

Sincerely,

Richard Mainardi, Jr.
Board President

Richard Mainardi, Jr.



BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Thank you to our board for leading the way with wisdom and dedication 
to our children and families!

Example is not the main thing in influencing others. It is the only thing.
— Albert Schweitzer

President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Chairperson

Richard Mainardi, Jr.
Thomas Sebok
Art Corwin
Chris Rosica
Deborah Brim

Barbara Collins
Alan Concha
Al Daloisio, Jr.
Jaymes DeJesus
Raymond English
LaTysha Gaines

Sidney V. Gold
Shirell Gross
Brian Heidtke
Lynn Holuba
Claudia Molloy
Dennis Oberle

Maggie Pogorelec
Limor Regular
William Rush
Thomas Shara
Howard Taylor



M&T Bank represents the best in a Corporate Partner.  They are focused on “improving the quality of life for the
bank's customers, employees, and neighbors” and, since 2015, they have been living that mission at the Boys &
Girls Club.  Debbie Brim leads these efforts as the Chairperson of our Board of Directors but you will find M&T
Helping Hands at almost every volunteer opportunity.

Tonight's gala theme, "Realizing the Infinite Possibilities of our Youth," resonates deeply with me. It's a reflection
of the incredible magic that happens when we all come together, united in our mission to support Club Kids in
dreaming big and achieving their goals. Howard, Laurie, and Debbie are shining examples of this magic,
embodying the dedication and compassion that define our community.

Every day in our programs, I witness powerful moments that remind me of the collective effort it takes to bring
about change and opportunity. Our Club is a safe haven for countless children, where diversity is celebrated,
equity is prioritized, and community perspectives shape everything we do.

Meeting our Club Kids fills me with a sense of vibrancy and passion that's palpable. And hearing from Club
parents, I feel the profound impact our organization has on their children and families. Experiences like these
remind me of why our mission is so important – it's about hope, dreams, and inspiration.

I'm grateful for the enduring support that allows us to lift up Our Kids, Our Club, and Our Mission. Tonight, as we
come together to celebrate, let's continue building Great Futures side by side.

Sincerely,

Wendy McGuire
Chief Executive Officer

Dear Friends,

Welcome to the Great Futures Gala! Tonight, we gather to
celebrate the many achievements of our Club Kids throughout
the year and to honor some very special people who make it
possible for Great Futures to happen every day at the Boys &
Girls Club of Paterson and Passaic.

In 2017, Howard and Laurie Taylor became integral members
of our Club family, demonstrating an unwavering dedication to
shaping brighter futures for our Club Kids from the outset.  
Their commitment ran so deep that they extended the
invitation to their own children and grandchildren to join our
cause, effectively nurturing the next generation of Club
Supporters.



THE DREAM TEAM

Operations and Administrative Staff
Nazlije Hoda, Staff Accountant
Starkia Matthews, Administrative Assistant
Lavor Moore, Project Director
Eleanor Nardozzi, Development Manager
Alexandra Neale, Development Manager
Katrel Ortiz, Director of Operations
Elizabeth Pedroza-Velez, Membership and
  Billing Manager 
Amber Santos, Community Wellness Director

Paterson Clubhouse
Tania Pedroza, Clubhouse Director
Rajahn Alston
Juan Anziani Rodriguez
Casey Bailey
Syh'Monie Clyburn
Briana Davis
Ivelisse Escalera
Jordan Estrella
Ramir Frye
Ashanti Furman
Samara Galvan
Equasia Gilchriest
Kimayer Halley
Shondell Hinds
Javier Juarez
Keyisha McFadden
Jancarlos Melendez Portes
Daniela Ramos
Luis Reyes
Rayoshie Robinson
Cristalee Santiago
Danielle Thompson
Vernon Wheeler
Ashley Wilson

Paterson - School #4
Nelida Hernandez, Unit Director
Niasha Hill, Assistant Unit Director
Jalyn Jacobs
Lynsey Jones
Anahiss Mendez-Pinto
Karia Moore
Kayla Pelham
Luna Restrepo
Oscar Suarez
Demond Ward

Paterson – Full Service Community
School #4
Deven Alvarez, Full Service Community
  School Lead
Aleyshka Barbosa-Navarro
Celiness Correa
Debra Pacheco Rodriguez
Jesiree Rodriguez

Paterson - School #10
Christina Jenkins, Unit Director
I'Laysia Alexander
Ahonesty Balmer
Destinee Canty

Paterson - School #1
Sean McKenzie, Assistant Unit Director
Ashley Beato
River Brown
Andrea Egusquiza Tarazona
Cornelius Fields
Marry Hansen
Genesis Hurtado
Michael Morales Paterson – Full Service Community

School #10
Sabrina Batista, Full Service Community
  School Coordinator
Alicia Buitrago
Melissa Guerrero
Fany Rios
Abraham Salazar

Paterson - School #13
Quisaan Jacobs, Unit Director
Regina Flood
Ra'quan O'Neal
Destiny Rodriguez Jimenez
Sienna Rojas
Mileiny Santana
Joshua Waller

Paterson - School #18
Llajaira Nieves, Unit Director
Na'heem Ellen
Jahnee Hiller
Iyanna Lloyd
Diamond Mason
Kaysi Pepin
Sarah Sanford

Monique Garcia
Christina Jenkins
Jahn Rios
Justina Rodriguez
Izzaire Spruill
Nah'veyae Walker
Kaleel Wilson

Wendy McGuire, Chief Executive Officer

Sandra Damjanovski, Chief Financial Officer
Janice Gomez, Chief Operations Officer

Jane He, Chief Development Officer
Racquel Lewis, Chief Human Resources Officer



Paterson - Philips Academy Charter School
Marlan Cameron, Clubhouse Director

Paterson Teen Center
Samantha Jimenez, Teen Center Director
Manoushka Adam
Quneshia Cook
Jasmere Perry
Dashaquan Stewart

Passaic Clubhouse
Elana Banks, Clubhouse Director
Maidalis Paredes, Program Director
Janniel Arias
Mya Campos
Mellany Duran
Kimberly Flores
Ky'Der Francis
Jocelyn Garcia
Itzel Garcia Maldonado
Amari Gawthney
Alina Humphries
Dynajia Mangual

Paterson - Alexander Hamilton Academy
Judith Matos, Unit Director
Stacy Arvelo
Alexis Cay
Madison Edwards
Jessica Martinez
Louis Torres

Paterson - School #27
Vanessa Cantillo, Unit Director
Fatima Amidou
Leanny Montes de Oca
Carolyn Perez
Cristina Joa

Passaic - School #1
Glenny Contreras, Unit Director
Allen Blanco
Lesly Silva Medina
Taylor Woodson

Passaic - School #3
Joanna Espinosa, Unit Director
Jacob Almonte Cruz
Marianela Garcia Cabrera
Crecita Reyes

Passaic – Full Service Community
School #6
Darinka Lopez-Garibaldi, Full Service Community
  School Coordinator

Passaic – Full Service Community
Passaic High School
Bellanir Carino, Full Service Community
  School Coordinator
Pedro Gonzalez Mejia

Passaic Teen Center
Joanna Pineiro

Oluwasegun Odunuga
Briana Roque
Angel Rosario
Zonaly Sandoval
Wenseslao Teletor-Camaja
Itzel Vazquez Lopez

Aquatics
Jose Bracho, Aquatics Director
Santos Arroyo 
Bianka Burgos
Ya'Neira Chambers
Nathalie Coletti
Sofia DeGabriel
Erianna Espino Ventura
Nathan Fernandez
Ximena Galicia
Alejandro Gonzales
Damian Gutierrez
Marcia Hernandez
Daniel Holguin
Steven Martinez
Amy Marulanda
Maria Mejia Diplan
Sharon Melendez
Jazlyne Pena
David Rios Orellana
Johanna Rivera
Valerie Rodriguez
Christian Soto
Cheko Speight

Tutoring
Marion Parks, Education Specialist
Leigh Carter
Kenneth Eatman
Barbara Franklin
Seda Karayel
Carlos Lanazca
Lakita McMillian
Geraldine Rojas
Mycheel Stubbs



Scan the QR code 
or learn more at
bgcppnj.orgGREAT FUTURES START HERE.

Children and Teens
ages 5-18 served daily

1,400

Healthy Meals and Snacks
provided last year

561,712

244,800
Hours of Homework Help and
Tutoring provided last year

Items donated to
families

9,625

Celebrating nearly 120 years of doing
Whatever It Takes to Build Great Futures 

for Paterson and Passaic youth!



THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS
M&T Bank

RCC Builders & Developers

Changemaker Sponsor

Carbro
Corwin Family Foundation

Laurie and Howard Taylor and Family
Marcal Paper Company

Railroad Construction Company

Legacy Sponsor

Accurate Box
The Heidtke Foundation

Mazda
Optimum

Provident Bank

Community Sponsor

Great Futures Sponsor
Ace Wire & Cable Co.

Cole Schotz
Columbia Bank Foundation

George and Enid Brooks Foundation
The Kanter Family

Luxury Lease Partners
The Perez Group

PKF O’Connor Davies
PSEG

Kenneth and Erika Remsen
Sharp Electronics USA

Valley Bank
Visions Federal Credit Union

WABC-TV New York



AUCTION DONORS
Thank you to the many individuals and businesses who donated 

this evening's auction items.

Every effort was made to ensure the completeness of this list. 
However, items may have arrived after the printing date of this journal.

Renée Harper
Huntington Learning
Indian Springs
Jamis Bikes
Jewelry by M&S, Oakland
Justin's Ristorante
LuNello
Lynn Holuba
Maplewood Country Club
Marc Jacobs
Milmar Foods
Monica's
Naru Sushi Hibachi
Nicola’s Ristorante
Novelli Restaurant
Off the Hook
Outback
Pedal Sports

103 Prime at Valentino’s 
Aldo’s Restaurant
Allendale Bar & Grill 
American Dream Mall
Bethel Woods Center 
  for the Arts
Bottagra
Citi
Clear Eyes RX
Columbia Bank
Crystal Springs
Crystal Springs 
Dorney Park
Double Ai Asian Bistro
Edgewood Country Club
Elite Vacations
Fountains Country Club
Friends of the Club

Portobello
Limor Regular
Saddle River Day School
Segovia Tavern
Sharp Electronics USA
Shay's Liquors
Shepherd Family
Sid Gold
Skytop Lodge
Spiga Totowa
Stop and Shop
Stress Factory
Thatcher McGhee's
Theresa Artigas
Total Wine
Viaggio's
Villa Verde 
WABC-TV New York









Congratulations!
Thank you to the Taylor Family,
M&T Bank/Wilmington Trust,

and Wendy McGuire for
everything you do to support 

the Boys & Girls Club of
Paterson and Passaic.















Congratulations to this
evening's honorees

Brian Heidtke and Family

and thank you to the Boys &
Girls Club of Paterson and

Passaic for their commitment to
the education and enrichment

of generations of children.

The Taylor Family and
M&T Bank/Wilmington Trust







The Kantor, Becker and

Katz Families congratulate

the Taylor Family for this

well deserved honor.

Jane and Robert Kantor 

Elizabeth and Jason Katz

David Becker

Michele and Bryan Becker







Congratulations to the Great Futures Gala honorees 
and best wishes to Wendy McGuire.

On behalf of our family, we are grateful to you for supporting
the children and families of Paterson and Passaic with

grace, compassion, and an incessant commitment to leaving
the world a better, more positive place. 



The Kanter Family
congratulates the Taylor Family for achieving 

this special honor.

Your dedication to making the Boys & Girls
Club of Paterson and Passaic a better place for

children to achieve their full potential is
inspirational!

Anne and Andrew
Lauren and Jared
Veronica and Ross











Wendy has that rare ability to do this and
enhance everyone and everything she

touches!

Greatness doesn't follow her -- it is her.

Congratulations on all your work that has
made one more place better for your

involvement!

“Leadership is the capacity to
translate vision into reality”

Ruth Dugan















A Most deserved honor 

to the 

taylor family

with love and admiration

from very proud taylors

SUE& Billy

Joe, Taylor, Lennon & Ben



THANK YOU
Boys & Girls Club of Paterson and Passaic 

for inspiring young people to build a great future
for all.





WE PROUDLY
SUPPORT THE
BOYS & GIRLS

CLUB OF
PATERSON AND

PASSAIC









THANK YOU TO THE
BOYS & GIRLS CLUB
FOR ALL YOU DO TO

ENRICH THE LIVES OF
PATERSON AND

PASSAIC YOUTH.



Virginia Nahas
Realtor ~ Home Specialist

Cell: (201) 280-3845
Office: (201) 571-4250
VirgNahas@Gmail.com

258 Everett Avenue, Suite A
Wyckoff, NJ 07481

Celebrating Wendy McGuire: 
A Legacy of Leadership and Inspiration

As the sun sets on this chapter of your
remarkable journey, we, the LEADING
Ladies stand in awe of the profound

impact you have made with the 
Boys & Girls Club of Paterson and

Passaic.

Together, we celebrate your unwavering
dedication, unparalleled wisdom, and

boundless compassion. 

With heartfelt gratitude and admiration,
The LEADING Ladies Joanne, Karyn,

Lynda, and Roberta



PROUD SUPPORTERS
OF THE BOYS &
GIRLS CLUB OF
PATERSON AND

PASSAIC



Many Thanks To Our Friends
Bascom Corporation
Classic Auto Body

Feldman Brothers Electrical Supply
Peter Foltz



GREAT FUTURES START HERE.



Back to School Bash
August 26 - 27, 2024

Fall Golf Classic Tournament
Monday, October 7, 2024
Upper Montclair County Club, Clifton

Holiday Good Cheer Gift Distribution 
and Toy Drive
December 2024

Annual Gala 2025
Friday, June 13, 2024
Edgewood Country Club, River Vale

UPCOMING EVENTS

Scan the QR code
or learn more at
bgcppnj.org



Thank you for your dedication and visionary
leadership in service to thousands of youth of

Paterson and Passaic. 

We hope your kaleidoscope’s ever-changing
patterns will show you infinite possibilities towards
an adventurous, exciting, and prosperous future!

With gratitude, The Boys & Girls Club 
of Paterson and Passaic Board of Directors 

Congratulations and Best Wishes to 

 Wendy McGuire


